
 

INTERNATIONAL RESTORATIVE MEETINGS IN MILAN 
 

From 28 September to 1 October 2022, the Ararteko participated in the international 
restorative meetings “The Encounter of the Encounters” organized in Milan. Drawing from this 
experience, on 6 October 2022, L’Osservatore Romano newspaper published an article by 
Agnese Moro, daughter of Aldo Moro (Italian Prime Minister assassinated by the Red Brigades 
in 1978), who reflects on the content of the meetings and its impact on participants.  
  
This document includes an informal translation into English of the original article published in 
Italian.  
 

 
Failure to deal with a conflict creates more conflict 

 
It is difficult to talk about what happens in restorative justice dialogues without violating the 
fundamental rule of confidentiality; a rule that allows people heinously wounded by violence 
suffered or acted upon to meet with freedom their "difficult other" (to use Claudia 
Mazzucato's felicitous expression), and their own pain.   
 
That this is not only possible, but also desired and liberating, is what was given to us, with 
deeds before words, by the people who for a few days met in Milan, confidentially and in two 
public dialogues addressed respectively to young people (Sept. 30) and to the community (Oct. 
1). The "Encounter of Encounters" initiative was possible thanks to the funding and 
involvement of the Alta Scuola "Federico Stella" on Criminal Justice of the Catholic University 
of the Sacred Heart, in collaboration with the European Forum for Restorative Justice, the 
Ararteko - Ombudsman for the Basque Country, the Basque Institute of Criminology and the 
Parents Circle - Israeli Palestinian Bereaved Families for Peace.  
 
Since 2019, the Encounter of Encounters has brought together people and groups involved in 
restorative justice activities in different countries - Belgium, Germany, Northern Ireland, 
England, Scotland, Israel and Palestine, Italy, and the Basque Country -, who felt the need and 
desire to further embark on a common path. Symbolically, with a beautiful image, a spiral that 
instead of closing on itself opens to a new one. 
 
The public dialogues of the past few days were not only moments of dissemination or 
exchange of experiences, but also moments of restorative justice "in action," listening and 
sharing lives, taking part, making contributions. Welcoming first of all the fact that people - so 
many people - who one might or should consider enemies share a common path. 
 
We have seen fraternal dialogue between people from whom someone they love has been 
torn away with people directly responsible for that loss. 
 
We have taken in the pain of those who will never know the name or see the face of the 
person who took a loved one from them because the person responsible was a soldier.  
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As well as the pain of those who know the name and face of the perpetrator, who was also 
convicted for it, but will never see him serve a sentence or hear him apologize because he 
enjoys immunity. 
 
We have seen people who have been cruelly fighting each other for decades speak frankly and 
respectfully to each other. After long wishing desperately that they could.  
 
We have encountered the tragic experiences of young people living in contexts where violence 
is taking place. And other young people whose lives have been contaminated by the 
radioactive waste left over from their parents' past choices of violence and society's perpetual 
condemnation.  
 
We have seen that it is possible-even if it is extremely hard-to take paths other than those of 
eternal hatred, removal, silence or forgetting.  
 
We have seen sorrows that do not give in to evil, as told and shown to us by people who have 
come from Israel and Palestine who have lost children and siblings in the conflict and who live 
together experiences of sharing, mutual support and friendship.  
 
We saw the passion of our mediators, so different from each other, so similar in respect, 
equiproximity, and trust that paths of unarmed and healing justice are possible. 
 
We heard the language of art, of faith, of pain, of silence, of forgiveness, of anger, of will. We 
heard questions asked, paths marked, hopes expressed, thanks given, proposals made. And we 
were able to do so thanks to a very young and talented group of interpreters, fully embedded 
in the Meeting of Meetings, who managed the three languages used (Spanish, Italian, English) 
to bring us closer to one another.  
 
Fraternal and also restorative was the welcome of the Catholic University, from the academic 
institutions, to the technicians, to the dear ladies in the cafeteria. 
 
 We listened and listened and listened. Striving to disarm ourselves from any prejudices or 
presumptions of knowledge. We took in pains, paths, hope. We touched, as Gabrio Forti put it, 
the essence of humanity. We all set out together; those who, like me, had already left a long 
time ago and those who seized at that moment the opportunity to leave.  
 
We wish that it would be possible for everyone - as it was for so many of us - to heal the 
perennial wounds of the violent past, to caress wounded hearts with the mild strength of 
sitting close together, of looking into each other's faces and speaking to each other with truth 
and respect. Every conflict untreated in its lasting consequences sooner or later creates others. 
In a crescendo that condemns us to endless horror. Without this fragile and powerful work we 
can never enjoy real and lasting peace and put an end to the terrible multiplication of grief and 
injustice.  
 
Agnese Moro  


